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By  Jason and Mary Sorens

This report is a comprehensive account of our
recent trip to New Hampshire and festivities
at the first annual gathering of Porcupines in

our future home of New Hampshire, along with some
reflections on what this weekend meant for us. This
was Mary’s first large FSP meeting, and the first time
she’d been in New Hampshire since the FSP began.

On Thursday, we left New Haven for New Hamp-
shire, arriving at our bed-and-breakfast in Bethlehem,
N.H. in the early evening. We relaxed at the bed-and-
breakfast and ate dinner at a local hangout. The next
morning, we decided to see as much of the northern
White Mountains as we could before the afternoon
question-and-answer session at the Lancaster camp-
ground. We headed over to the base of Mt. Wash-
ington but didn’t take the train up to the top. It was
fortunate that we didn’t, because Keith Murphy later
told us that it was 42 degrees Fahrenheit with winds
of 70 miles per hour at the summit—and we only had
short sleeves on.

Then we checked out Silver Cascade and Glen
Ellis Falls, and were thoroughly feasted on by black
flies. Nasty little bugs! Fortunately, we got some in-
sect repellent and it seemed to work great thereafter.

Then we took a drive up a gravel road into
Jefferson Notch, the highest public road in the state.

Continued on page 3
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Something Extraordinary is Happening
From The President
By Amanda Phillips

There’s something extraordinary happening in
New Hampshire these days. It’s a quiet revo-
lution, a calm celebration, an incredible yet

simple undertaking; it’s history being made by ordi-
nary people. It’s the Free State Project, and we have
found our home. Last week, we got a sneak preview
of what life will be like when we’re all together in New
Hampshire. The taste was exquisite, and left us hun-
gry for more.

“Be the change you wish to see in the world.”—
Mohandas Gandhi

The most extraordinary aspect of the Porcupine
Freedom Festival was the optimistic atmosphere and
the sweet smell of success. For example, for the very
first time, I found myself on the other side of the
protest line, for as we walked to the New Hampshire
Liberty Alliance’s Liberty Dinner where Dr. Jason
Sorens and Governor Craig Benson spoke, there was
a handful of protesters holding signs and telling the
media how awful we were. They were protesting us!
The protest was significant because it means that
the anti-freedom forces are taking us seriously.

One reason why the FSP has this optimistic at-
mosphere and success, unprecedented in libertarian
circles, is that the FSP attracts a certain kind of indi-
vidual. By and large, all of the Porcupines whom I’ve
met have been intelligent, caring, motivated, and
friendly go-getters. We’re not your typical libertar-
ians! We are libertarians who find ourselves more
often in “do mode” than in “debate mode.” More
often than not, we are able to agree to disagree when
a debate has lost its value. Back home, we used to
pursue other activities when we saw the debate-mode
libertarians dominating the discussion. But in the FSP
we see our fellow do-mode libertarians, and we in-
spire each other to get active. Finally, here’s a group
of people who can work together instead of arguing
against each other! The campfires were punctuated
not by debates but by discussions about what each
of us could do to promote liberty.

Aside from the friendly atmosphere of optimism
and success, it was also a weekend to catch a glimpse
of what life might be like for us in New Hampshire. At
the Porcupine Freedom Festival, there was very little
structure, and yet things got done. There was no
prominent leader in charge, and the fabric of society
didn’t fall apart. There were some unfortunate souls
who found themselves in difficult financial circum-
stances, and our fellow Porcupines came through to
help. I didn’t see any police in the area, but we all felt

safe and secure with Sam Cohen and the Gun Own-
ers of New Hampshire present. We paid no sales tax
when we went to the store. The Liberty Scholarship
Fund raised money for the New Hampshire children
who are educated out of the government schools.
And while I don’t know all the details, I got the im-
pression that there were all kinds of personal free-
doms occurring at the Porcupine Freedom Festival.
It was a weekend to live what we believe, and I’ve
never experienced anything quite like it.

“The bond that links your true family is not one
of blood, but of respect and joy in each other’s life.
Rarely do members of one family grow up under the
same roof.”—Illusions, Richard Bach

Perhaps the most fascinating aspect of the week-
end was the sense of community and fellowship we
shared. Only at a Porcupine event can you see a
young man attired in decorative marijuana leaves
standing next to another young man carrying a .45
pistol, a lawyer standing next to a mom with her two
homeschooled daughters, a Yale doctoral graduate
standing next to a corporate accountant, and a hip-
pie standing next to a lumberjack who’s standing next
to a New Hampshire representative. And yet we all
belonged.

I never would have met any of our unique and
diverse group had I stayed in my world of corporate
accounting, aviation, private schools, PTAs and char-
ity work. But that world is missing something very
important to me. It is missing this devotion to liberty
that I can only find among my fellow Porcupines.
The thing I enjoy most about Porcupines is that we
only care that you are dedicated to liberty and are
willing to work toward it. What a pleasure to spend
the weekend with people who admire you for what
you value the most, instead of for the things you
value the least!

These are people who understand what liberty
means; what a joy it is to not have to explain and
defend liberty! These are people who cherish lib-
erty; what a joy it is to share that love! These are
people who will work hard and fight for liberty; what
a joy it is to not fight alone! These are people who
love life; what a joy it is to share this passion! These
are people who have a vision for a better future; what
a joy it is to start making that vision a reality! These
are people who are optimistic about the future; what
a joy it is to look forward together!

New Hampshire is my home, and Porcupines are
my true family.

Continued on page 4
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We made it to Lancaster just in time for the ques-
tion-and-answer session at the Lancaster camp-
ground. Amanda and Jason were there to field ques-

tions from other Porcupines and from the media.
There was some discussion of the recent episode in
Grafton, of course, and Tim gave his account of the
meeting there. We talked a bit about how we could
get our message out in the future so as to prevent
such problems. One idea Jason had was to empha-
size the “local control” aspect of our philosophy.
Small towns get close to a consensual level of gov-
ernment, and “liberating” them by suddenly repeal-
ing nearly unanimously supported regulations may
actually violate some of the property owners’ legiti-
mate expectations. Instead, a more feasible approach
toward a freer society would be to allow localities the
right to opt out of state regulations if they choose to
do so.

One older couple from Bethlehem, N.H. seemed
somewhat hostile to the FSP. The man misunderstood
something someone said and responded, “If you
people come in here and tell us what to do, with that
attitude of ‘piss on ‘em,’ there are more of us than
you, and we’ll outvote you!” Following this outburst,
a lengthy parade of Porcupines got up and gave their
own stories of why they were moving to New Hamp-
shire, what they hoped to accomplish, how they
hoped to be good neighbors, and so on. The couple
seemed to accept that we were decent folks, for they
said nothing more in the face of such overwhelming
evidence. It was an invigorating experience to see,
face to face, the unity within diversity that character-
izes the FSP.

After the meeting at the campground, we headed

Trip Report
Continued from page1

to the New Hampshire Liberty Alliance’s Liberty Din-
ner in Plymouth. On the way down, we passed
through Franconia Notch, which is frankly awe-in-
spiring, even if the Old Man is gone. At the dinner
itself, there were about thirty left-wing protestors.
They were pretty silent and just holding signs. Ap-
parently Mike Fisher talked with them at length and
found some common ground. It seems these pro-
testors just don’t like Governor Benson, and they’re
basing their opposition to the FSP on his welcom-
ing us.

The dinner itself seemed to be a splendid suc-
cess. More than 150 people showed up; it was packed
to the gills. There were exhibitors, and two tables of
silent auction items. We won a jewelry set for a steal.
The food was excellent. There seemed to be no air
conditioning, though, and the room got pretty hot.
We met Governor Benson for the first time, and Mary
was particularly impressed with his speech, which
emphasized new programs he has organized that re-
quire no taxpayer funding, and how he hoped to get
New Hampshire ranked first in economic freedom
(it’s currently ranked seventh). He also wants a Colo-
rado-style Taxpayer Bill of Rights, which is a very
encouraging sign. A political scientist friend of

Jason’s, Michael New, studies tax revolts and has
found that Colorado’s spending limits have been the
most effective tax limitation amendment in the coun-
try, even more effective than California’s Proposition
13. Jason talked a little bit about Richard Vedder’s
idea of converting public schools into for-profit,
teacher-owned schools, a proposal that could simul-
taneously result in massive tax and spending cuts,
create real choice and competition in education, and
win the support of public school teachers.

That night, the Liberty Dinner was covered on

View at top of Jefferson Notch Road

Jason Soren's Handshake with
Governor Benson on the news
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The Porcupine Freedom Festival was just elec-
tric with the spirit of freedom and friendship. There
are plenty of Granite State freedom fighters who wel-
come us and are delighted that we are coming to help
them.

The worst part of the Porcupine Freedom Festi-
val? Leaving.

“Don’t be dismayed at goodbyes. A farewell is
necessary before you can meet again. And meeting
again, after moments or lifetimes, is certain for those
who are friends.”—Illusions, Richard Bach A

Something Extraordinary
Continued from page 2

ABC’s 11 p.m. news. While the report stressed that
we favored legalization of marijuana and prostitu-
tion, and didn’t include much of Benson’s speech, it
was overall fair. When Governor Benson was asked
whether he was a “Free Stater,” he responded, “I
favor smaller government; I don’t know whether that
makes me a Free Stater, but I think others who favor
smaller government will like what this administration
is doing.”

Editor’s Note: Please continue the journey with us
next month with the  Saturday strategy meeting held
at Roger's Campground, a tour of Connecticut, and
more fabulous pictures from the Free State!

...to be continued  B
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